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Fashion is about popular things but is this business behind on one of the most 
important changes- the need to change to make sure that our planet survives?    
 
The fashion world creates 20% of the world’s wastewater. Wastewater is water that has 
been used by people for any activity. Dyeing clothes is the second largest polluter of 
water, and it takes around 2,000 gallons of water to make one pair of jeans. The fashion 
world also creates 10% of world-wide carbon release - more than all international 
airplane flights and boats. Every second, the size of one garbage truck of clothes is 
thrown away or burned.  
 
More and more shoppers are starting to demand change, and the fashion world is 
beginning to act. Many companies are thinking about the environment, however, there 



are still many problems with how stores sell clothes, such as trying to sell as much as 
possible by offering new styles quickly.  
 
The United Nations is looking at solutions to these environmental problems that could 
be of great use to fashion designers and companies who want to change how they make 
clothes. They will also start a group dedicated to “sustainable fashion”. Sustainable 
fashion means making clothes that will not harm the environment or use up extra of the 
world’s resources.  
 
Some companies are already making fashion for the future. For example: 
 

- A company in Spain creates shoes from recycled plastic  
- In Amsterdam, a local business collects gum and turns it into a new rubber that 

can be used for clothes 
- A Swedish company offers free repairs on its jeans   
- In New York, a business connects artists to cloth that will be burned or buried, so 

that they can be reused into something new  
 
Some people, however, think that recycling itself does not solve the problem in a culture 
that likes to throw things away and buy new things. There are many new ideas about 
offering a rental service for clothes. A shopper can wear a piece of clothing once and 
return it. Businesses could present many choices of different brands and styles and 
make the rental service as easy as possible. A company called Mud Jeans, for example, 
rents out jeans.   
 
The best fashion advice? Less is always more. Keep clothing in use for longer and avoid 
buying new stuff all the time.    
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