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The Great Pacific garbage patch is an example of the world’s plastic pollution 
problem. Floating halfway between the island of Hawaii and the western 
United States in the Pacific Ocean, it is the largest pile of plastic pollution in 
the world. A recent report has stated that there will be more plastic in the 
oceans by 2050 than fish. Today, plastic makes up 80% of all ocean trash. As 
of now, there is no global plan to solve the problem of ocean plastic pollution.  

 

Can Law Help? 

In 2015, the United Nations agreed on a plan to lower ocean pollution by 
2025. However, this goal seems very difficult to reach because people manage 
trash very differently from country to country. To lower pollution countries 



must work together to understand the many problems connected to plastic 
which can be made, sold, used, and thrown away anywhere in the world. 
Europe, for example, creates 25 million tons of plastic trash yearly, and less 
than 30% of this is recycled. A large part of the combined trash in Europe is 
sent for recycling to other countries, where its fate is unknown. Therefore, 
around the world, between 5 and 13 million tons of plastic are dumped into 
the oceans each year. 

 

Controlling Plastic Pollution  

Pollution of the oceans by plastic, is very difficult to control as it is often 
difficult to determine the cause of this pollution. The United Nations started 
looking at the problem by creating a draft resolution on marine litter to 
explore possible responses. A draft resolution is a document that the UN 
writes explaining all the problems they want solved. The document is then 
voted on to become a resolution and countries can work together to end the 
problem. The UN alone, however, cannot stop this problem.  

 

Companies have come forward to focus on ocean pollution as well. They can 
sign agreements to work together to prevent pollution. Some major global 
companies including McDonald’s and IKEA have recently promised to remove 
certain plastics, such as drinking straws and plastic cups, from their stores 
and restaurants. These are very important promises, as the more companies 
ban plastic, the less plastic ends up in our oceans. 

 

The European Union has also looked at the problem. The EU has given looked 
at many actions that involve plastic food cartons, balloons, plastic bags, and 
tobacco ends, products that usually end up in our oceans, rivers, and lakes. 
France has been actively working to control plastic pollution under their 
separate laws for the environmental rights of French citizens. By 2022, for 
example, the French government hopes to separate all plastic from its trash 
system for recycling. The country has also announced a ban on many 
throwaway plastics.  

 

Not only can international organizations like the UN, or individual countries 
like France fight against plastic pollution. Local communities under city 



governments have also stepped up. For example, San Francisco became the 
first city in the United States to ban plastic bags in 2007. 

 

The Future for Other Countries 

Unlike many European countries, Russia has no laws about plastic and plastic 
pollution. However, a new law starting in 2019 gives local groups the power 
to collect and carry household trash. This means that local communities and 
non-profits can separate trash and create recycling plants. This is a very good 
step, but the future impact is still uncertain as the new law gives the “power” 
but not the “duty” to separate trash. Some Russian companies, though, have 
banned plastic.   

   

Many countries starting to grow in wealth, which are called “developing 
countries”, are putting laws into place. India, for example, plans to ban all 
throwaway plastic by 2022. Kenya has one of the most active plastic ban 
movements among developing countries. In August 2017, together with a total 
ban on plastic bags, a fine of $40,000 or possible prison time for creation, sale, 
or use of plastic bags was announced.  

 

More than 60 countries currently have the issue of marine pollution on their 
list of items. There is still a need to make solutions for the whole world and, 
possibly, to create a special agreement with countries to control plastic 
pollution. It is also very important to increase plastic recycling and to raise 
people’s knowledge of the environment. It is through this shared work that 
countries and communities can switch to new ways of living.  

 

  

 


