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Introduction 

 

 
 
 
Although some of the details surrounding climate change are still to be established, it is now certain 
that our global climate is warming and that humans are responsible. Reports about climate change and 
its devastating consequences for our shared future have been steadily released since at least the First 
World Climate Conference, held in Geneva in 1979. We have firm evidence that the Arctic ice shelf is 
melting, releasing methane, a gas that is 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide, into the 
atmosphere, rapidly reducing biodiversity in the region and heating up our planet.1 Methane emissions 
have also been linked to major and rapid climate change in the past.2  
 
But it is not merely in the Arctic where we can see the effects of climate change. According to the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies’ World Disasters Report (2001), 
more people are now forced to flee their homes because of environmental disasters than war. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change estimates that climate change will bring water scarcity to 
1.1 to 3.2 billion people by the end of the century. An additional 200-600 million people across the 
world are likely to face food shortages in another 70 years. Researchers also estimate that the number 
of climate refugees by 2050 will run into hundreds of millions.3 
 
Schools and colleges have a crucial role to play in educating children and young people for a 
sustainable future and being themselves examples of sustainable practice. ATL therefore welcomes 
the government’s initiative to transform every school into a sustainable school by 2020 and anticipates 
a similar initiative for our colleges and universities. Adopting a more sustainable approach to teaching 
and learning also makes economic sense as our educational institutions can make real savings in this 
process. 
 
Based on the DCSF’s sustainable schools programme, this toolkit is designed to support our members 
and other education staff to respond to the urgent challenges of climate change by contributing in 
practical ways to the sustainable transformation of their schools and colleges. Similar to the DCSF’s 
Action Plan on sustainable schools, the toolkit is divided into eight doorways and includes a range of 
check points and further resources on sustainability issues around food and drink, energy and water, 
travel and traffic, purchasing and waste, buildings and grounds, inclusion and participation, local well-
being, and the global dimension. The checklists are mainly designed to inspire thinking around the 
different pathways to sustainability and are neither taken to be comprehensive nor prescriptive. We 
encourage the use of this toolkit, or parts of it, to suit the individual priorities and circumstances of each 
school or college.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1  Cf. The Independent, Exclusive: The Methane time bomb, 23 September 2008. 
2  M. Kennedy et.al. (2008), ‘Snowball Earth Termination by Destabilization of Equatorial Permafrost Methane Clathrate’ in Nature, 453, (29), 

pp.642-645. 
3  Green Left Weekly, no.703, 21 March 2007,  www.greenleft.org.au/2007/703/36535 . 

 
“So many of us live on the margins that the smallest 
difference in climate change can mean the difference 
between sufficiency and famine, survival and death.” 
 
(Seyoum Mesfin, Foreign Minister, Ethiopia, quoted by the DFID) 

http://www.greenleft.org.au/2007/703/36535


Food and Drink: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Does your school/college provide locally sourced food, seasonal and organic produce 
wherever possible? 
 

 

Does your school/college consider environmental and animal welfare standards of 
production when purchasing meat, dairy products and eggs? 

 

Does your school/college avoid bottled water and instead provide access to plain or 
filtered tap water? 

 

Does your school/college ensure that the meals served in the canteen are nutritionally 
balanced? 

 

Does your school/college tuck shop provide a range of healthy eating alternatives? 
 

 

Does your school run a healthy breakfast club?   
 

 

Has your school considered getting involved with the National Healthy Schools 
Programme? 

 

Primary schools are entitled to take part in the free fruit and vegetable scheme.  Has 
your school signed up to this? 
 

 

Has your school/college considered setting up a growing zone or a gardening club to 
develop pupils understanding of where food comes from? 
 

 

Does your school/college compost food waste? 
 

 

Does your school/college use fair trade products wherever possible? 
 

 

Does your school/college organise visits to local farms and/or other local food producers 
as appropriate? 
 

 

Does your school/college have a named member of staff responsible for sustainability 
issues? 
 

 

Does your school/college use opportunities within the curriculum to teach about the 
sustainability issues around food and drink? 
 

 

Has your school/college offered training to staff on how to actively address healthy and 
sustainable food and drink issues? 
 

 

Does your school/college involve pupils and teachers in schemes to actively address 
healthy and sustainable food and drink issues? 
 

 

Has your school/college updated its school improvement plan to include targets that 
address human health, the environment, the local economy, and animal welfare and is 
progress towards these monitored? 

 

According to statistics by the Department of Health in 2008, nearly a quarter 
of children aged 4 to 5 and almost a third of 10 to 11-year-olds were either 
obese or overweight. Without any action, current trends indicate that 60 per 
cent of men, 50 per cent of women and one quarter of children will be obese 
by 2050. A healthy approach to food and drink contributes not only to pupil 
well-being but also to learning and attainment as a whole. 
Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address these issues. 



Resources 
  
DCSF – Growing Schools 
This programme aims to encourage all schools to make best use of the outdoor classroom as a cross-
curricular learning resource, both within the school grounds and beyond, focusing on farming, field 
studies and the countryside. 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools 
 
DCSF – Healthy Living  
The Healthy Living website provides detailed information on the DCSF’s policy on school food and 
drink, including the new nutritional standards. 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthyliving 
 
Farm Assurance Schemes and Standards 
Information on these can be found at 
www.defra.gov.uk/FARM/trade/assurance/index.htm 
www.britegg.co.uk/lionquality05/startlionquality.html 
 
Food in Schools 
This programme encourages schools to take a whole-school approach to healthy eating and food 
education. It offers information on a broad range of activities, including how to set up a school food 
partnership, how to run a healthier breakfast club, and even details of local support networks for 
Healthy Schools. 
Website: www.foodinschools.org 
 
Local Food Works 
This website seeks to promote sustainable local food systems and provides useful information about 
seasonal produce. 
Website: www.localfoodworks.org/web/sa/saweb.nsf/localfoodworks_index.htm 
 
National Healthy Schools Programme  
My Food: Guidance for Schools on Healthy Eating  
Website: www.healthyschools.gov.uk     
 
School Food Trust 
The trust was set up to look at school meals and provide recommendations on how to improve 
standards of school meals.  
Website: www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/index.asp 
 
Sustain - Eat well and save the planet  
A Sustain guide to how to eat greener, healthier and more ethical food. 
Website: news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/17_12_07_sustainguide.pdf 
 
 
Useful Contacts 
 
Soil Association 
South Plaza, Marlborough Street  
Bristol BS1 3NX 
Tel: 0117 314 5000 
Website: www.soilassociation.org 
 
Sustain 
94 White Lion Street 
London N1 9PF  
Tel: 020 7837 1228 
Website: www.sustainweb.org 
 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthyliving
http://www.defra.gov.uk/FARM/trade/assurance/index.htm
http://www.britegg.co.uk/lionquality05/startlionquality.html
http://www.foodinschools.org/
http://www.localfoodworks.org/web/sa/saweb.nsf/localfoodworks_index.htm
http://www.healthyschools.gov.uk/
http://www.schoolfoodtrust.org.uk/index.asp
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/17_12_07_sustainguide.pdf
http://www.sustainweb.org/


Energy and Water: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Has your school/college carried out an energy and water walk-round to identify where energy and 
water might be wasted? 

 

Has your school/college explored what support is available from the local authority to reduce the use 
of energy and fresh water consumption? 

 

Does your school/college ensure that lights are switched off in unoccupied areas or after-school 
hours?   

 

Does your school use energy efficient light bulbs/tubes throughout the premises? 
 

 

Are photocopiers, computers and other electronic equipment set up in such a way as to operate in 
the most energy-efficient way? 

 

Is your school/college well ventilated?   
 

 

Has your school/college fitted automatic door-closers, doors to reduce through draughts and/or storm 
porches? 

 

Are heating thermostats set correctly for classrooms, corridors, staff rooms, etc? 
 

 

Are the timers controlling boilers set to the right time or day and day of week? 
 

 

Does your school/college ensure that radiators are not obstructed by any furniture, stored materials, 
equipment, etc? 

 

Has your school/college made efforts to tackle any water wastage by contacting your local water 
company about their free leak detection service? 
 

 

Does your school/college check regularly for any leaking or dripping taps? 
 

 

Has your school/college installed cistern displacement devices (supplied free from water 
companies)? 

 

Are toilets fitted with dual flush capability (large and small flush)? 
 

 

Does your school/college reuse ‘grey water’ (from hand sinks or showers) in toilets? 
   

 

Has your school/college taken any steps to use renewable energy? 
 

 

Does your school/college have a named member of staff responsible for sustainability issues? 
 

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach about the need and ways to conserve energy 
and water? 
  

 

Has your school/college offered training to staff on how to actively address energy and water 
conservation issues through the curriculum and in any extra-curricular activities? 
  

 

Does your school/college involve pupils and teachers in schemes to minimise energy and water 
consumption? 
 

 

Has your school updated its school improvement plan to include targets that address energy and 
water conservation issues and is progress towards these monitored? 
  

 

Does your school monitor progress towards any targets that address energy and water conservation 
issues? 
 

 

“Only 38% of the UK’s total water use comes from its own resources, the rest depends on 
the water systems of other countries, some of which are already facing serious 
shortages”. (The Guardian, 20 August 2008)  
According to estimates by the International Energy Agency, the world will need almost 
60% more energy in 2030 than in 2002. Fossil fuels are likely to continue to meet most of 
these needs. Burning fossil fuels, however, speeds up natural climate change and 
contributes significantly to global warming and acid rain.  
Schools and colleges can become more eco-efficient by reducing their need for energy 
and water. Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
The Carbon Trust 
The Carbon Trust offers a free site survey for schools whose energy bills exceed £50,000 per year. 
The survey will identify energy-saving opportunities and provide practical advice to reduce bills. 
Schools with energy bills under £50,000 per year can benefit from advice over the phone. 
Website: www.carbontrust.co.uk 
 
DCSF – A Bursar’s guide to sustainable school operation  
This guide outlines measures that can be taken to reduce a school's environmental impact and make 
cash savings while enhancing the teaching and learning element of sustainable working practices 
within schools.  
Website: 
publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&P
roductId=DFES-00375-2007& 
 
DCSF Value for Money Unit – Good Practice Guide on Energy and Water Management 
This guide offers schools advice and guidance on energy and water management. It contains 
checklists as well as practical suggestions and simple ideas that can be easily implemented in any 
school.  
Website: www.dcsf.gov.uk/valueformoney/index.cfm?action=GoodPractice.Default&ContentID=19 
 
The Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR) (formerly DTI) Low Carbon 
Buildings Programme  
This programme provides grants for microgeneration technologies such as wind turbines, solar panels 
or wood fuelled boiler systems for schools and colleges. 
Website: www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase2.org.uk/page.jsp?id=2 
 
The Drinking Water Inspectorate 
The DWI website provides information on curriculum issues, teaching resources, activity sheets, and 
games about issues around water and health to be used in schools. 
Website: www.dwi.gov.uk/children/index.htm 
 
Energy Efficiency Advice Centres (EEACs)  
EEACs are community-based resource centres providing free, impartial and locally relevant energy 
efficiency advice and expertise.  
Website: www.energysavingtrust.org.uk 
 
Environment Agency 
The Environment Agency publishes comprehensive advice on water conservation. 
Website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/waterres/?lang=_e 
 
 
Useful Contacts  
  
Centre for Research, Education and Training in Energy (CREATE) 
Vermont House, Bradley Lane  
Standish 
Wigan WN6 0XF  
Tel: 01257 422800 
Website: www.create.org.uk  
 
Waterwise 
1 Queen Anne’s Gate 
London SW1H 9BT 
Tel: 020 7344 1882 
Website: www.waterwise.org.uk  

 

http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/energy/assessyourorganisation/energy_survey.htm?utm_source=surveys&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=schools
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00375-2007&
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00375-2007&
http://Website:%20www.dcsf.gov.uk/valueformoney/index.cfm?action=GoodPractice.Default&ContentID=19
http://www.lowcarbonbuildingsphase2.org.uk/page.jsp?id=2
http://www.dwi.gov.uk/children/index.htm
http://www.est.org.uk/myhome/
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/waterres/?lang=_e
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/waterres/?lang=_e
http://www.create.org.uk/
http://www.waterwise.org.uk/


Travel and Traffic: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Does your school/college provide secure cycle storage and lockers and adequate 
cloakroom facilities for pupils and staff?   
 

 

Does your school/college provide shelters for parents/carers who walk to school to 
collect younger children? 
 

 

Does your school/college provide teaching on road safety skills through practical 
pedestrian and cycle training delivered to the national standard? 

 

Does your school/college promote positive behaviour by pupils on their journey to and 
from school/college? 
 

 

Has your school/college discussed with your local public transport providers how they 
can support the provision of extended services? 
 

 

Has your school set up ‘bike trains’ or ‘walking buses’ to encourage safe cycling and 
walking to school?  
 

 

Does your school work with pupils with special educational needs to prepare them for 
independent travel wherever possible? 
 

 

Does your school work with the school council in promoting sustainable travel policies 
and practices? 
 

 

Has your school considered school or LA-run minibuses to transport children to and 
from school? 
 

 

Does your school/college encourage car-sharing among staff and those parents who do 
not have any other viable alternative to driving their children to school? 
 

 

Has your school/college made staff aware of the cycle purchase scheme which allows 
employees to buy bicycles free of tax?  
 

 

Does your school/college have a named member of staff responsible for sustainable 
education issues?  
 

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach about travel and traffic issues? 
 

 

Has your school/college offered training to staff on how to actively address travel and 
traffic issues through the curriculum and in extra-curricular activities? 
 

 

Has your school updated its school improvement plan to include a school travel plan 
promoting walking, cycling, car sharing and the use of public transport? 
 

 

Road traffic is growing, yet more than two-thirds of all journeys are under 5 
miles. Cars on the school run account for 16% of early morning traffic and 
contribute significantly to an increase in pollutants such as carbon monoxide 
near schools. Traffic injuries remain the leading cause of death in the under 
16’s in the UK. Walking and cycling offer a sustainable alternative, providing a 
boost to pupil fitness levels and increasing pupil concentration.  

Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
DfES/Department for Transport: Travelling to school: An action plan (2003) 
This action plan is a blueprint offering a whole-school approach to school travel, containing useful 
information and further resources.   
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=5154 
 
DfES/Department for Transport: Travelling to School: A Good Practice Guide  
This good practice guide describes what schools, local authorities and bus operators around England 
are doing to promote walking, cycling and the use of public transport.  
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=5172 
 
DfES/Department for Transport: School Travel Adviser Toolkit  
This toolkit supports school travel advisers in developing and implementing effective travel plans. 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/sd/managers/travel/STAtoolkit 
 
Eco-Schools  
The eco-schools website provides information and case studies about school transport and the action 
that schools can take to promote sustainable school travel. 
Website: www.eco-schools.org.uk 
 
Global Action Plan (UK)  
This is a programme of action in schools which tackles sustainability issues, including transport, 
through the curriculum. 
Website: www.globalactionplan.org.uk 
 
International Walk to School Month  
This walk takes place in October each year. 
Website: www.iwalktoschool.org 
 
Modeshift – Supporting Sustainable School Travel 
Modeshift supports sustainable and active travel for young people and schools communities. It also 
provides a network to share knowledge and resources and runs an e-group for local authority staff and 
others working on school travel plans. 
Website: www.modeshift.org.uk 
 
National Cyclists' Organisation  
The NCO provides information about how schools and parents/carers can access cycle training to the 
National Standard. 
Website: www.ctc.org.uk 
 
For more information on cycle purchase schemes, please visit 
www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/coll_cycletoworkschemeimplementa/cycletoworkschemeimple
mentat5733 and www.cyclescheme.co.uk/employee,intro.htm 
 
ATL has also currently negotiated an extra discount on bicycle purchases for its members. For this and 
other member benefits, please visit www.atl.org.uk/why-join/discounts-and-offers.asp .  
 
 
Useful Contacts 
 
Sustrans 
2 Cathedral Square 
College Green 
Bristol BS1 5DD 
Tel: 0117 926 8893 
Website: www.sustrans.org.uk  
 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=5154
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/docbank/index.cfm?id=5172
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/sd/managers/travel/STAtoolkit/
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/
http://www.iwalktoschool.org/
http://www.modeshift.org.uk/
http://www.ctc.org.uk/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/coll_cycletoworkschemeimplementa/cycletoworkschemeimplementat5733
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/cycling/coll_cycletoworkschemeimplementa/cycletoworkschemeimplementat5733
http://www.cyclescheme.co.uk/employee,intro.htm
http://www.atl.org.uk/why-join/discounts-and-offers.asp
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/


Purchasing and Waste: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Does your school/college encourage the use of scrap paper for rough work?  
 

 

Does your school/college encourage pupils and staff to limit printing off from the internet 
and reduce their photocopying? 
 

 

Are recycling bins available for paper/card, glass, cans and plastics? 
 

 

Has your school/college cut out the use of plastic cups? 
 

 

Does your school/college recycle printer cartridges? 
 

 

Does your school/encourage encourage the use of reclaimed or recycled materials? 
 

 

Has your school/college considered setting up a recycling centre for the use of the wider 
community?   
 

 

Does your school/college have a litter policy and does it involve pupils in any litter 
picking activities? 
 

 

Does your school have a policy on reducing, reusing and recycling materials? 
 

 

Does your school/college buy energy efficient and water saving equipment? 
 

 

Does your school/college use Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified products? 
 

 

Does your school/college participate in any ‘freecycling’ schemes? 
 

 

Does your school/college have a named member of staff responsible for sustainable 
education issues? 
  

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach how to address sustainable 
consumption and waste issues?  
 

 

Does your school/college train staff how to actively address sustainable purchasing and 
waste management issues through the curriculum and in any extra-curricular activities? 
 
 

 

Has your school/college updated its school improvement plan to include a purchasing 
and waste management plan that addresses whole-life costs, the local economy and 
minimising waste? 
 

 

Does your school/college have a policy on sustainable procurement? 
 

 

Primary schools generate on average about 45kg of waste per pupil and 
secondary schools 22kg per pupil per academic year. Organic waste from 
landfills produces 40% of the UK’s methane emissions, a greenhouse gas 
that is over 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide. 'Reducing, reusing and 
recycling' are therefore crucial to sustainable consumption.  

Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
DCSF - Bursar's guide to sustainable school operation  
This guide outlines measures that schools can take to reduce their environmental impact and make 
cash savings while enhancing the teaching and learning element of sustainable working practices 
within schools.  
Website: 
publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&P
roductId=DFES-00375-2007& 
 
DCSF - Purchasing Guide for Schools  
This guide is intended to help all schools to make informed purchasing decisions and to encourage 
schools to exercise choices. provides good guidance on a range of "dos" and "don't s".  
Website: www.dcsf.gov.uk/valueformoney/index.cfm?action=GoodPractice.Default&ContentID=21 
 
Eco-Schools 
This website provides information and case studies about waste and waste reduction in schools. 
Website: www.eco-schools.org 
 
Freecycle Network 
This website hosts a range of freecycle groups across the UK which match people who want to 
dispose of any items they no longer need with people who can use them. The network’s goal is to keep 
usable items out of landfills. 
Website: http://uk.freecycle.org/  
 
Global Action Plan (UK) 
Global Action Plan (UK) is a programme of action for Key Stages 3 and 4, suggesting curriculum and 
management approaches to reducing waste. 
Website: www.globalactionplan.org.uk/schools.aspx 
 
Paper Trail 
Paper Trail is a conservation and education charity which runs the ‘Recycle for Learning’ scheme. This 
scheme collects white waste paper from schools and recycles it into new paper for re-use in schools. 
Participation in the scheme is free and includes any educational resources offered by the charity. 
Website: www.thepapertrail.org.uk/default.asp?V_DOC_ID=862  
 
Recycle More 
The schools section of this website provides a range of information, links and activities to promote 
recycling activities in schools. 
Website: www.recycle-more.co.uk/schools/homepage.aspx  
 
Recycle Now 
This website provides information on what can be recycled and where, including a postcode based 
search facility. It also offers recommendations for reducing waste and a five-step plan for introducing 
recycling at school/college. 
Website: www.recyclenow.com  
 
Waste Watch 
This environmental charity works to change the ways in which people use the world’s natural 
resources. The website provides useful information and tips about waste and recycling and offers free 
education packs. 
Website: www.wastewatch.org.uk    
 
Useful Contacts 
 
Waste Watch 
56-64 Leonard Street 
London EC2A 4LT 
Tel: 020 7549 0300 
Website: www.wastewatch.org.uk  

http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00375-2007&
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00375-2007&
http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMode=publications&ProductId=DFES-00375-2007&
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/valueformoney/index.cfm?action=GoodPractice.Default&ContentID=21
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/valueformoney/index.cfm?action=GoodPractice.Default&ContentID=21
http://www.eco-schools.org/
http://uk.freecycle.org/
http://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/schools.aspx
http://www.thepapertrail.org.uk/default.asp?V_DOC_ID=862
http://www.recycle-more.co.uk/schools/homepage.aspx
http://www.recyclenow.com/
http://www.wastewatch.org.uk/
http://www.wastewatch.org.uk/


Buildings and Grounds: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Are your school/college buildings and grounds properly maintained?  
 

 

Are your school/college buildings properly insulated and draught proofed in order to 
minimise heat wastage?  
 

 

Is your school/college involved in any carbon tests and offsetting schemes? 
 

 

Are your school/college buildings, including any classrooms, assembly halls and gyms, 
well ventilated?  
 

 

Is your school/college building regularly checked to ensure that any heating and 
ventilation is not blocked by furniture/equipment? 
 

 

Is the heating system serviced regularly? 
 

 

Is your building regularly checked for health and safety purposes? 
 

 

Is the furniture regularly checked and any broken furniture promptly repaired or 
replaced? 
 

 

Does your school/college have a wildlife/conservation area, a pond, or bird/bat boxes to 
attract wildlife as appropriate? 
 

 

Does your school provide a safe environment for pupils to play outside? 
 

 

Does your school/college encourage the use of recycled materials, for example by using 
reclaimed materials for seating? 
 

 

Does your school/college have any sustainable features such as green roofs, 
mechanisms to lessen rainwater runoffs, packed gravel for parking lots, etc? 
 

 

Have ‘green’ building materials such as renewable plant materials like bamboo, lumber 
from forests certified to be sustainably managed, and recycled stone, recycled metal, 
and other products that are non-toxic, reusable, renewable, and/or recyclable been 
used in the construction of your school/college buildings? 
 

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach about the link between the built 
environment, human well-being and nature?  
 

 

Has your school/college offered training to staff on how to actively address issues 
around the links between the built environment, human well-being and nature? 
 

 

The carbon footprint of school estates represents almost 15% of UK public 
sector carbon emissions. Sustainable school and college buildings, together 
with sustainable technologies, interior furnishings and environmental 
management, provide a practical example of the importance of sustainability 
at the heart of teaching and learning.  

Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
DCSF – Building Schools for the Future 
Details on the school buildings investment programme for secondary schools in England are available 
from 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/bsf 
 
DCSF – Primary Capital Programme 
Information on the government’s commitment to renew at least half of all primary school buildings by 
2022 can be found at  
Website: 
www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/Primary_Capital_Programme 
  
DCSF – Sustainable Schools  
Information on funding under the Low Carbon Buildings Programme (Phase 2) can be found at 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools 
 
DCSF – School Building and Design Unit 
This unit provides information on sustainable buildings, carbon targets for school building programmes, 
renewable energy systems in schools, guidelines for environmental design, school grounds design and 
development. The site also contains case studies of sustainable school design. 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/schoolbuildings   
 
Teachernet – Learning Through Landscapes School-Grounds Evaluation Toolkit 
This toolkit helps schools identify how to maximise the potential of their school grounds for sustainable 
development activity. 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/tools/tools_detail.cfm?id=6   

  

 
Useful Contacts 
 
Groundwork 
Lockside 
5 Scotland Street 
Brimingham B1 2RR 
Tel: 0121 236 8565 
Website: www.groundwork.org.uk  
 
Association for Environment Conscious Building (AECB) 
PO Box 32 
Llandysul SA44 5ZA 
Tel: 0845 456 9773 
Website: www.aecb.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/bsf/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/Primary_Capital_Programme/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/resourcesfinanceandbuilding/schoolbuildings
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools/tools/tools_detail.cfm?id=6
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/
http://www.aecb.net/


 Inclusion and Participation: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Has your school/college identified the particular learning needs of your pupils/students? 
 

 

Has your school/college an inclusive ethos and is this ethos widely shared amongst staff, governors 
and pupils and their families? 

 

Does your school/college promote a culture of mutual respect, empathy, care? 
 

 

Do staff, pupils and their parents/carers feel informed and consulted by senior managers regarding 
the promotion of inclusion and participation? 

 

Are your school/college policies written in a consistent and inclusive format and language, and are 
they regularly reviewed? 

 

Are your school/college teaching resources and practices inclusive? 
  

 

Does your school/college take the particular background and main characteristics of pupils fully into 
account without unduly highlighting these? 

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to promote inclusion and participation and reinforce this 
through positive activities in the school and local community? 

 

Has your school/college provided training for all staff on how to actively promote inclusion and 
participation through the school/college curriculum and through any extra-curricular activities? 
 

 

Does your school/college conduct equality impact assessments of all its policies with regard to race, 
gender and disability, and other equality strands as a matter of good practice? 

 

Does your school comply with the duty to promote community cohesion? 
 

 

Does your school monitor inclusion and participation and report on its progress? 
 

 

Does your school/college have race, disability and gender equality action plans, and have these been 
extended to other equality strands as a matter of good practice? 

 

Does your school/college have effective behaviour and attendance policies? 
 

 

Does your school regularly take part in any national initiatives such as Anti-Bullying week; Black 
History Month; Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) History Month; Refugee Week; 
Holocaust Memorial Day; One World Week; International Women’s Day; Gypsy/Roma and traveller 
History Month; International Day of Persons with Disabilities, etc?  
 

 

Does your school have a school council which is representative of the pupil population?  
 

 

Does your school provide adequately for pupils with SEN and other complex learning needs? 
 

 

Does your school/college have specific anti-bullying policies around racism, sexism, disablism, and 
homophobia? 

 

Has your school undertaken an inclusion audit, for example by examining its current practices to 
prevent and deal with all forms of bullying? 

 

Does your school provide access to the core offer of extended services? 
 

 

Does your school/college adequately provide for pupils with English as an Additional Language? 
 

 

Does your school/college actively foster a sense of trust in educational institutions and authorities 
amongst Gypsy/Roma and Traveller communities?  

 

Has your school/college offered attitudinal training to all staff on a range of equality issues and 
inclusion? 

 

“Society is where we come together to achieve collectively what none of us 
can do alone. It is the realm in which all of us is more important than any of 
us.” (J. Sacks, The Home We Build Together)  
 
Inclusion and participation are important indicators of a cohesive and 
sustainable society characterised by togetherness-in-diversity. 
 
Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can 
address some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
Citizenship Foundation 
The Citizenship Foundation is an independent education and participation charity providing a range of 
advice, information and teaching resources. 
Website: www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/index.php 
 
Disability Equality in Education (DEE) 
The DEE provides training, consultancy and resources to improve the position of disabled people in the 
education system and all public services and has produced guidance on implementing the Disability 
Discrimination Act (2005) in schools. 
Website: www.diseed.org.uk  
 
Every Child Matters 
Every Child Matters is a government programme for a national framework to support the ‘joining up’ of 
services to support the well-being and achieve better outcomes of children and young people. The 
website contains a useful handbook for practitioners about young people’s participation. 
Website: www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/participation 
 
Multiverse 
Supported by the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA), this website contains a host of 
useful information and resources exploring diversity and achievement. 
Website: www.multiverse.ac.uk 
 
National Grid for Learning (NGfL) 
The NGfL provides information about resources to support individual learning needs. 
Website: http://inclusion.ngfl.gov.uk/index.php?i=1 
  
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) 
The QCA ‘Respect for All’ website provides guidance on and examples of good practice of valuing 
diversity and challenging racism through the curriculum. 
Website: www.qca.org.uk/qca_6753.aspx 
 
School’s Out 
Schools Out works towards equality in education for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans people and hosts 
the annual LGBT History Month in February. 
Website: www.schools-out.org.uk  
 
The Sensory Trust 
The Sensory Trust offers information, training, publications and examples of good practice in the 
design and management of green spaces so that these are accessible and attractive to people with a 
range of backgrounds. 
Website: www.sensorytrust.org.uk  
 
Women’s Aid 
Women’s Aid is working to end domestic and sexual violence against women and children and has 
produced a national domestic violence education toolkit entitled ‘Expect Respect’. 
Website: www.womensaid.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/index.php
http://www.diseed.org.uk/
http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/participation
http://www.multiverse.ac.uk/
http://inclusion.ngfl.gov.uk/index.php?i=1
http://www.qca.org.uk/qca_6753.aspx
http://www.schools-out.org.uk/
http://www.sensorytrust.org.uk/
http://www.womensaid.org.uk/


Useful Contacts 
 
Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) 
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street 
London SW1P 3BT 
Tel: 0870 000 2288 
Website: www.dcsf.gov.uk  
 
The DCSF has produced a range of useful materials and guidance, including: 
 
• the SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) materials, which are designed to support 

effective learning in primary and secondary schools by helping pupils to understand different 
points of view, work in a group, develop perseverance, resolve conflict and manage worries 

• Aiming High - strategies and guidance supporting the education of black and minority ethnic 
pupils, asylum seeking and refugee children, disabled children, pupils with English as an 
Additional Language, and the inclusion of Gypsy/Roma and traveller children and young people 

• Safe to Learn - guidance on anti-bullying work in school, including on tackling cyberbullying, 
bullying around racism, culture and religion, homophobic bullying, and bullying involving children 
with special educational needs and disabilities 

• The SEN Code of Practice which provide practical advice on how to identify, assess and make 
provision for children’s special educational needs and the SEN Toolkit which contains practical 
advice on how to implement the Code. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/


Local Well-Being: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Has your school/college considered any challenges facing the local community within 
which it is situated? 
 

 

Has your school/college identified any areas where its decisions, practices and services 
can contribute to local well-being? 
 

 

Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach about local issues and challenges 
in the community?  
 

 

Is your school/college involved in any initiatives, projects or other positive activities in 
the local community? 
 

 

Does your school/college provide training to staff on how to actively address local well-
being issues through the curriculum and in any extra-curricular activities? 
 

 

Does your school comply with duty to promote community cohesion? 
 
 

 

Does your college work with local community partners to contribute to the cohesion of 
the local area? 
 

 

Does your school involve staff, pupils and their parents/carers in any schemes to 
actively promote local well-being? 
 

 

Has your school/college designated a member of staff for the promotion of community 
development? 
 

 

Does your school/college encourage its pupils and staff to volunteer in the local 
community and get involved in schemes to save the environment? 
 

 

Does your school/college use their premises as part of the extended services 
requirements such as providing community access to sports grounds?   
 

 

Is your school/college actively involved in addressing issues around health and mental 
well-being? 
 

 

Does your school/college take measures to tackle the under-achievement of certain 
pupil groups? 
 

 

Has your school/college campaigned for any traffic calming measures outside its 
premises? 
 

 

Well-being remains a core objective for individuals and communities. Economic 
prosperity is often seen as a key ingredient of well-being, but research has shown 
that whilst economic output in the UK has nearly doubled over the last 30 years, this 
trend has had no corresponding impact on happiness levels within our society. The 
Every Child Matters agenda, which is at the heart of the statutory duty on schools to 
promote the well-being of their pupils, recognises a more holistic approach to well-
being. 

Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can address some 
of these issues. 



Resources 
 
Agenda 21 
Most local and district authorities in the UK have a Local Agenda 21 document which sets out local 
sustainable development plans based on the action and concerns expressed by their local 
communities. The principles of Agenda 21 can be found at 
Website: www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/agenda21/english/agenda21toc.htm 
 
DCSF – Extended Schools  
Extended schools work with their local authorities, local providers and other schools to provide a range 
of services and activities to help meet the needs of children, their families and the wider community. 
For information about the core offer of activities, funding, advice and guidance, please visit 
Website: www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/extendedschools 
 
DCSF – National Healthy Schools Programme 
The National Healthy Schools Programme seeks to equip children and young people with the 
knowledge and skills to make informed health and life choices. 
Website: www.healthyschools.gov.uk 
 
Every Child Matters 
Every Child Matters is a government programme for a national framework to support the ‘joining up’ of 
services to support the well-being and achieve better outcomes for children and young people. Local 
authorities will be working with its partners, through children's trusts, to find out what works best for 
children and young people in its area and act on it. 
Website: www.everychildmatters.gov.uk 
 
HM Government – Cleaner Safer Greener Communities 
This web-based resource provides information on partnership working, tools to promote cleaner, safer 
and greener communities, innovative approaches and examples of good practice. 
Website: www.cleanersafergreener.gov.uk 
 
Improvement and Development Agency – A Beginners’ Guide to Sustainable Communities 
This guide provides useful information about the government’s approach to creating sustainable 
communities, including the development of relevant community strategies. 
Website: www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=919821  
 
  
 
Useful Contacts 
 
Young Foundation 
18 Victoria Park Square 
London E2 9PF 
Tel: 020 8980 6263 
Website: www.youngfoundation.org.uk 
 
New Economics Foundation  
3 Jonathan Street 
London SE11 5NH 
Tel: 020 7820 6300 
Website: www.neweconomics.org  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/documents/agenda21/english/agenda21toc.htm
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/extendedschools
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Global Dimension: Checklist 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
 
 
Action 
 

Check  

 
Does your school/college use the curriculum to teach pupils  
how to act as globally aware citizens? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college involve pupils and teachers in schemes to actively address 
the global dimensions of our everyday lives? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college have in place policies that ethically address the local and 
global impacts of school management and purchasing on the environment? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college provide training for staff on how to address global issues 
through the curriculum and in any extra-curricular activities? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college encourage critical and creative thinking among staff and 
students? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college explore global power relationships as part of the curriculum? 
 
 
 

 

Does your school/college participate on occasion in any national or international 
campaigns, such as Send My Friend to School, End Child Poverty or Make Poverty 
History? 
 

 

Does the curriculum within your school/college allow for greater flexibility for teaching 
staff to explore a global and sustainable development dimension? 
 
 

 

Are staff at your school/college encouraged to share teaching ideas, strategies and 
resources? 
 
 

 

Does your school/college allocate time for staff to reflect on the nature, vision and ethos 
of education? 
 
 

 

Are staff at your school/college encouraged and supported to teach about controversial 
issues? 
 
 

 

“72% of pupils who have thought about news stories from around the world from 
different points of view at school say they try to do things to make the world a 
better place, compared to only 49% of pupils who have not done this at school.” 
(DEA, Questioning Education, 2008) 
Sustainability cannot be achieved in isolation. It requires us to recognise and 
acknowledge the global dimension to every aspect of our lives, based upon an 
appreciation of our interdependence with other societies and the environment. 
Below is a checklist of practical ways in which your school/college can address 
some of these issues. 



Resources 
 
DCSF – Developing a Global Dimension in the School Curriculum 
This booklet shows how a global dimension can be incorporated into the curriculum as well as the 
wider life of the school. It seeks to address issues such as sustainable development, interdependence 
and social justice at both the local and global level. 
Website: www.dcsf.gov.uk/publications/guidanceonthelaw/115_00 
 
DCSF – International School Award 
This is an accreditation scheme for curriculum-based international work in schools. The scheme offers 
a framework within which to form and develop international partnerships and achieve curriculum goals. 
Website: www.globalgateway.org.uk/default.aspx?page=1343  
 
Department for International Development (DFID) 
The DFID manages Britain’s aid to poorer countries and works to eliminate extreme poverty. The 
Department also provides support for global education and Development Education Centres. It 
publishes research reports, resources, and examples of good practice. 
Website: www.dfid.gov.uk/default.asp  
 
Gardens for Life 
This project seeks to promote sustainable development and global citizenship through local and 
international school garden partnerships.  
Website: www.edennet.org  
 
The Global Dimension 
This website hosts a range of teaching resources and background materials to support global, 
intercultural and environmental understanding for all age groups and subjects. 
Website: www.globaldimension.org.uk  
 
Global Gateway – Bringing an International Dimension to Education 
This website contains a host of information and advice for schools, colleges and local authorities, 
including teaching resources and lesson plans, to bring a global dimension to education. 
Website: www.globalgateway.org/default.aspx?page=0  
 
Oxfam 
Oxfam Education offers a range of ideas, resources and support for developing the global dimension in 
the classroom and the whole school. 
Website: www.oxfam.org.uk/education 
 
WWF (World Wildlife Fund) 
WWF is contributing towards the sustainable schools agenda through its ‘One Planet Schools’ 
programme which provides information, inspiration and encouragement for schools working to put 
sustainability issues at the heart of school life. 
Website: www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/working_with_schools/index.cfm  
 
Useful Contacts 
 
DEA (promoting education for a sustainable world) 
32-36 Loman Street 
London SE1 0EH 
Tel: 020 7922 7930  
Website: www.dea.org.uk 
 
Friends of the Earth  
26-28 Underwood Street  
LONDON N1 7JQ  
Tel: 020 7490 1555 
Website: www.foe.co.uk  
 

http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/publications/guidanceonthelaw/115_00
http://www.globalgateway.org.uk/default.aspx?page=1343
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Additional resources and further information 
 
Amnesty International 
The Human Rights Action Centre  
17-25 New Inn Yard  
London EC2A 3EA  
Tel: 020 7033 1500 
Website: www.amnesty.org.uk  
 
Charity Commission 
Faith and Social Cohesion Unit 
PO Box 1227 
Liverpool L69 3UG 
Tel: 0845 3000 219 
Website: www.charity-commission.gov.uk  
 
Childline 
NSPCC 
Weston House, 42 Curtain Road  
London EC2A 3NH 
Tel: 0800 1111 
Website: www.childline.org.uk 
 
Fairtrade Foundation 
3rd Floor, Ibex House 
42-47 Minories 
London EC3N 1DY 
Tel: 020 7405 5942 
Website: www.fairtrade.org.uk  
 
Greenpeace 
Canonbury Villas  
London N1 2PN 
Tel: 020 7865 8100 
Website: www.greenpeace.org.uk  
 
Open Spaces for Dialogue and Enquiry 
Centre for the Study of Social and Global Justice 
School of Politics and International Relations 
The University of Nottingham 
Nottingham NG7 2RD 
Website: www.osdemethodology.org.uk  
 
Sapere 
Philosophy 4 Children 
Westminster Institute of Education 
Oxford Brookes University 
Harcourt Hill Campus 
Oxford OX2 9AT 
Tel: 01865 488 340 
Website: http://sapere.org.uk  
 
The Low Carbon Partnership 
Web-based resource providing QCA-linked teaching resources and energy-efficiency advice for 
schools 
Tel: 0845  070 7700 
Website: www.ourplanet.org.uk 
 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/
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Traidcraft 
Kingsway 
Gateshead 
Tyne & Wear, NE11 0NE 
Tel: 0191 491 0591 
Website: www.traidcraft.co.uk  
 
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) 
Education for sustainable development and Global Dimension and sustainable development 
83 Piccadilly 
London W1J 8QA  
Tel: 020 7509 5555 
Website: http://curriculum.qca.org.uk  

http://www.traidcraft.co.uk/
http://curriculum.qca.org.uk/

